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Pastoral Column:
by Rev. Joan Finck
Friends:
I first want to thank all of you for the warm welcome I have received
since coming to Sweet Hollow Presbyterian Church to be the maternityleave pastor. This includes the friendly greeting and tour of the church by
Pastor Meg and the encouragement and reception by members of the
congregation.
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Watching television, walking through some villages or visiting stores, we
see the preparations being already made for Christmas. Some homes
have red and green lights glowing well before Thanksgiving.
For the church, preparations begin the first Sunday of Advent. We set up
the Advent Wreath, change the colors on the pulpit and use prayers and
songs of anticipation – anticipation for the birth of a Savoir. We have
hope for our world and nation because we know who is really in charge.
It is a hope that threats of terrorism, words of war and acts of bigotry will
be transformed into acceptance of all people, peace on our planet and
justice and respect for each and every individual.
God’s in charge – but we must do our work: uplifting those who are
down and out; feeding those who are hungry; lifting our voices against
injustice and racism; and working to preserve the world that God
entrusted to us.
My mentor for ordination charged me to see the hand of God on every
face I encounter. It is a challenge that could change the world if practiced
by more people. Many changes have started with a few people. Sweet
Hollow Presbyterian Church can start proclaiming the radical message of
Advent – that God is in charge; that God loves us and that He will help us
if we choose to walk in His grace.
Advent and Christmas blessings to all of you.
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As we celebrate the Advent season awaiting the
birth of the Christ Child, it is our joy to welcome
Wallace Huckleberry “Huck” Fischer, infant son
of Pastors Meg Flannagan and Adam Fischer to
our church family. We lift our prayers of
thanksgiving for this new life among us.
We join in prayers of thanksgiving for the
presence of Pastor Joan Finck serving our
congregation while Pastor Meg Flannagan is on
maternity leave.
We lift up prayers of healing for John Speed.
We pray for our senior members, shut-ins and
their caregivers:
Mattie Bauser
Fred Chacalos
Jutta Christen
Galda Gallagher
Caroline Martin
Gloria Sperry
Ruth Ulrich
We remember Alice Wansor celebrating
Christmas in her new home in Wilmington, DE.
We lift up prayers of gratitude to all who have
aided the Visioning Task Force by participating in
large and small group discussions, by answering
surveys and by putting in words your vision for
the future of our church. The VTF is on target to
complete the PCSH Mission Study in time for the
December Session meeting.

Visioning Task Force
by Charlotte DeSanti

The VTF is near its completion of Sweet Hollow’s Mission Study. We will present the study to the Session at
their December 12 meeting. Elders will receive a copy of the study prior to the meeting for review. This has
been a long process looking toward our future and the path to be taken. I want to thank all of you for your
thoughts, dreams and suggestions and to Pastor Meg and Reverend Anne Stewart-Miller for their guidance
along the way. I want to really thank the members, Carol Keil, Bill Walter, Maureen Sansone and Melissa
D'Angelo. They are a wonderful group of people who have worked so incredibly hard. Each brought to the
table an enormous amount of either church history, statistics, facts, insight and spirituality with great love for
our church in preserving our traditions and future goals for Sweet Hollow that is so dear to all of us.
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Welcome “Huck” Fischer
Wallace Huckleberry "Huck" Fischer arrived at
7:19 p.m. on Wednesday, November 16, 2016.
Here he is with his parents, Pastor Meg and Pastor
Adam Fischer.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
by Lynn Burke

The children will be starting our next unit the “Gift of the Magi”
beginning on November 27 which is the first Sunday of Advent.
We are planning to have the “Nativity” on Sunday, December 18 with
the children acting the parts with costumes and some lines to speak.
They will also be singing “Away in a Manger” which they have been
practicing in Sunday School. If your child would like to participate,
please contact Carol Keil, Frank Sansone or Lynn Burke.
As always, we are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday School, lead
in the Nursery and room shepherds for both. If you can help from
time to time, please sign up on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary.
It would be greatly appreciated.

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTRIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW

DECEMBER 2016

Mission Team
by Charlotte DeSanti

Pumpkin Patch - Total Sales
The pumpkins are gone and our great lawn is once again open space. Many thanks to each and every
one of you who gave of your time to unload, man the pumpkin patch, keep the pumpkins looking neat all
month and pumpkin cleanup! Thank you to the Keil’s and Beyer’s for the skids and the Moder's for their
ATV/wagon. The leftover pumpkins went to Animal Pantry to feed local farm animals. Thank you again to
Sukey Walter and Carol Keil who baked EVERY single weekend!!! Folks would come to the Pumpkin
Patch looking for their baked goods! If we were sold out, they would leave, even "pumpkin-less"!!!! BUT
only to return when we were restocked — lol!! I also want to thank Jane Beller. Jane was always up
there moving pumpkins, moving signs, making signs and helped to move and stack ALL those skids into
the parking lot to be taken away. A lot of work.
Our total sales were $13,896.65. Our profit of 33 1/3% was $4,627.58. Great season! However, getting
volunteers (especially two at a time) has become more difficult with each passing year. Next year we will
decide as a congregation if this is something we want to continue with the man hours needed. The
pumpkins look beautiful on our great lawn, the community has come to know us and it brings in much
needed funds. It is also an endeavor that requires many helping hands and hours to keep it going.

United Veterans Beacon House - Thank you everyone for the tremendous amount of clothing you
donated for our Veterans and their families of all the armed forces. It was wonderful!!

Huntington Community Food Council - The holidays are upon us. Please remember those less
fortunate by helping to keep our "Basket of Giving" in the breezeway full. Canned goods of all fruits and
vegetables, stuffing, baking products, cereals, health and beauty aids, baby diapers, formula or baby
food, coffee, tea or hot chocolate are some suggestions.

Adopt-A-Family - This year we have 9 moms and their babies from Madonna Heights. We will
purchase the mom's gift cards from funds raised in the Pumpkin Patch. Please bring these gifts to church
as soon as possible and please let myself (lopus71@aol.com) or Sukey (sukey1@me.com) know what
you have purchased so we have no duplications. Wrapping and delivery date to Madonna Heights TBA.
PLEASE SEE THE ADOPT-A-FAMILY LIST ON THE NEXT PAGE.

Thank you: I know how terribly busy we all are and I want to thank you ALL for all your gifts of time
and donations we ask of you during the year. You make the mission team! None of this would be
possible without you.
All of us here at Mission wish you and your loved ones a Blessed Christmas and a Very Happy and
Healthy New Year ahead!
- continued on page 5

DECEMBER 2016

NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTRIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW

PAGE 5

Mission Team—continued
Adopt-a-Family program gifts requested (as of 12 Noon, Sunday, November 27) are listed below.
Please bring these gifts to church as soon as possible and please let myself (lopus71@aol.com) or
Sukey (sukey1@me.com) know what you have purchased so we have no duplications. Wrapping
and delivery date to Madonna Heights TBA.
Children:
MacKensie (female – 3 ½, 4T, shoe 9-10)
Tops (4T) Black/Pink/Purple
Sneakers (9-10) Black/Pink
Underwear (4T) white any
Barbie Doll/House set
Toys R Us Gift Card
Matthew (male – 3, 4T, shoes 9)
Train Set
Legos
Scooter
PJ’s 4T
Sweatshirts 4T – black, grey, white
Sweatpants 4T – black, grey, blue
Sneakers – 9 (Thomas the tank engine, Cars)
Jayden (male – 3 years, 4T, 9 shoes)
Socks – white (small)/Slippers (any)
Bathrobe – 4T (any)
Snow Boots – 9 (any)
Sweatshirts – 4T (black/white)
Underwear - 4T
Age appropriate toy

Noah (male - 8 months, 12 months)Sneakers –
black/white – Velcro
Bathrobe – 12 months (green/black)
Atlantis (female – 4 – 4T-5T, shoes 9 ½ - 10)
Sweatshirts 4-5T (grey, black or blue)
Sweatpants 4-5T (grey, black or blue)
PJ’s 4-5T (cartoon/frozen)
Underwear 4 (princess)/Socks - medium (any
color)
Leap Frog toys
Quinndell (male – 1 month – 0-3 months)
Onesies 0-3 blue (or any)
Tops 0-3 red (or any)
Pants 0-3 gray/black (or any)
PJ’s/Sleepers 0-3 (any)
Sweat Pants 0-3 (any)
Coat 0-3 (blue)
Diapers Size 1

The Christmas Poinsettia Plant Sale has arrived.

If you would like one of these
beautiful plants in red, white and/or pink, make your choices early. The pulpit will be filled
during Christmas services with these gorgeous plants from Otto Keil Florist.
Each plant is $10.
Bring your request to church or mail it in with payment to the church soon. Forms will be
available in church, online or simply write a note with your request. Please indicate whom
you want to have the plant in Honor or in Memory of and also if you will be taking your plants
home after the last Christmas worship service or if you want yours donated to someone unable to worship with us during this Christmas season. God Bless the Beauty of the Season.
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Stewardship News
by Jim Sommermeyer

With God all things are possible is our Stewardship theme this year.

Our pledge return rate is running

slightly behind last year’s pace. If you have not yet received a Stewardship letter or have any questions about
the Stewardship campaign, please let me know. By putting our trust and faith in God, we are doing wonderful
things together. We must continue to reflect on all the ways that we are thankful to God throughout the entire
year. If you have not yet had the opportunity to return your pledge, please do so as soon as possible. The
committee would like to especially thank Carol Keil, Niaja Mowatt and Nicole Schiffmacher for their moving
faith testimonies this past month. We are planning to continue faith testimonies throughout the coming year,
with Melissa Beyer scheduled to share her testimony in January. Please let me know if anyone would like to
share their testimonies in 2017.

Budget News
by Jim Sommermeyer

The Budget committee traditionally begins to meet in earnest at the conclusion of Stewardship Season at Sweet
Hollow. The Budget committee will begin meeting in early December. Our goal is to present an accurate
budget proposal for vote at the Sweet Hollow Annual Congregational Meeting in January. We are actively
recruiting for open committee membership positions.

Personnel Committee
by Charlotte DeSanti

As you all know by now, Pastor Meg and Pastor Adam have welcomed their son, Wallace Huckleberry "Huck"
Fischer into the world. If you haven't seen his picture yet, he is just adorable. Many blessings to Meg, Adam
and little Huck!
The Reverend Joan Finck (as most of you have already met) is now preaching for us while Pastor Meg is on
maternity leave and we look forward to the coming weeks of worship with her.
Cathi Matuza (again as you already know) is stepping down as our Treasurer at the end of the year. I am very
sad to see Cathi leave but also happy to announce that Tracy Dein will be taking her place. Cathi is incredibly
organized and has already provided Tracy with much of the job description. Tracy also is an accountant by
profession (a Sweet Hollow member as you know and Edna's daughter)! Welcome to our staff Tracy! Cathi will
be working with Tracy after Thanksgiving with the transitioning. We have been "tremendously blessed" over the
years to have Cathi serve us and again to have Tracy step in.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
by Sukey Walter

Prayer Shawl will meet again on Thursday, January 12, 2017, in the parlor at 1 p.m. We recently gave a
shawl to Gloria Sperry who now resides at the Atria in East Northport. If you know someone who needs
the comfort of a shawl, please contact Sukey Walter at sukey@pb.net. All who knit or crochet are
welcome to attend the meeting.
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JOIN MR. MAGOO IN OUR
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT OUR NEXT
CHURCH BRUNCH ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
by Bill Walter

Mr. Magoo will join us on Tuesday, December 13, to help the
Church Brunch celebrate at its traditional Christmas program.
Mr. Magoo is the star in the classic tale by Charles Dickens as
the cold-hearted old miser, Ebenezer Scrooge.
Yes we will all be able to shout “Bah, Humbug, Mr. Magoo!”
The DVD is quite old. Quincy Magoo is listed as the lead. It
was the first-ever animated holiday special created for television.
The original was made about 1962 and then renewed in 1990
with layout and design copyrights in 2011. You will notice there
is quite a difference in a musical feature done in 1962 compared with those carried out today.
Join us on Tuesday, December 13. We’ll have freshly-brewed decaf coffee to accompany some
delicious Christmas goodies. We will start at 10:00 a.m. and invite you to join in whenever your schedule
permits. We’ll be in the Church Parlor until 12:30 p.m.

Women For Women (W4W)
by Maureen Sansone
photo by Sukey Walter

Women for Women (W4W) held its annual Clay Nation Pottery Making
Event on Monday, November 7. Participants enjoyed creativity, food and
fellowship as various pottery pieces were painted, including decorative plates,
mugs, ornamental platters and candle holders.
On November 28, W4W held its annual Christmas Decorating Event. It was a
wonderful evening of fellowship.

Book Discussion
by Sukey Walter

Our new book is The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, a discussion
between the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu. Our next meeting is Thursday, January 19, in
the parlor at 1:30 p.m. Two spiritual giants, five days and one timeless question.
How do we find joy in the face of life’s unavoidable suffering?
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FALL HARVEST DINNER
by Maureen Sansone
Sweet Hollow’s Annual Fall Harvest Dinner was held on Sunday, November 6.
Approximately 60 attendees enjoyed a fun-filled evening of fellowship, food, games and raffle baskets.
Our “Pot Luck” theme brought a veritable feast, consisting of such dishes as pulled pork, roasted chicken,
penne, many varieties of meatballs, macaroni and cheese, and many other scrumptious choices. Many
delicious desserts topped off the meal.
There was a wonderful array of gift baskets raffled off. Many lucky winners went home with beautiful
prizes consisting of toys, beauty products, chocolate delights, original framed flower photography and
much more. This wonderful assortment of baskets resulted in $625 worth of tickets sold, the proceeds
from which will be donated to the Huntington Community Food Council and Project H.O.P.E. (Helping
Other People Eat).
Pastor Meg provided lots of fun with interactive games.
Many thanks to all who donated canned goods to be donated to the Huntington Community Food
Council and to all those who helped with the planning, picking up supplies, set up, decorating, clean up,
and the raffle baskets, as well as Pastor Meg for facilitating the games.
We all look forward to our Fall Harvest Dinner 2017.
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Blessing Of A Christmas Tree
by Maureen Sansone
Lord our God,
We praise you for the light of creation:
The sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.
We praise you for the light of Israel:
The Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the
Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:
He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of
Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love.

Lord God,
Let your blessing come upon us
As we light this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives
Be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
Come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
(From the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception)

