
How Much 

should I water? 
 

 

• The Key to efficient Outdoor irrigation is applying just 

enough water and only when necessary.  

• There are a number of sprinkler heads available, all of 

which have different precipitation rates. 

• Soil Type is an important factor when taking in account 

run times as some soils intake water faster than others. 

• The Idea is to start with an average run time, monitor your yard and 

change accordingly. If your grass is very green, reduce your run times down 

by a few minutes, continue doing this until you start to see brown patches, 

and now you have found your minimum watering amount. Water just above 

your minimum amount and you will be most efficient. 

• If you see runoff you are watering too much and may need to have 2 start 

times to compensate for a weak intake rate from a clay based soil. 

• Below is a chart for averages. start here and then make appropriate changes. 

Remember every zone is different due to sun exposure, protection from 

elements, soil types and plant requirements ( Plant varieties ) 

 

Type of Sprinkler 

 

In/ Hr 

Average      

Requirement       
(in/week ) 

Run Time      
required per 

week 

What this means is 
you should water 

12H Sprayhead 1.58 in/hr 1” 40 Mins 14 Mins   3 times/week 

MP Rotator 0.42 in/hr 1” 140 Mins 28 Mins    5 times/week 

Rotor with #2.5 Nozzle 0.40 in/hr 1” 150 Mins 30 Mins   5 times/week 

Veri-Jet Micro Sprinkler 2.3 in/hr 1” 26 Mins 9 Mins        3 times/week 


