l

"n-:':'.:--_IJ

CANADA i

THE HOME
MANY CULTURES i
b

~—— =T '!il

ISLAM

GION OF =!

RELI
—— PEACE I

E-book created in public interest by Nidhi Gupta
www.nidasayedcommunications.com




LOVE YOUR COFFEE?

About 1,600,000,000 cups of coffee are consumed
every day! Did you know that Muslims invented coffee?

% Muslims invented ALGEBRA, originally called al-
jibr. While many secondary school students

- struggling through math classes may not
particularly appreciate the importance of algebra,
it is one of the many significant contributions to
the modern mathematics. Algebra was developed
by the great scientist and mathematician,
Muhammad ibn Musa Khawairizmi who lived
from 780 to 850 in Persia and Iraq.

The University of al-Qarawiyyin is a university
located in Fes, Morocco. Founded by Fatima al-
Fihriin 859 AD, it is the oldest existing, continually
operating and the first degree awarding
educational institution in the world according to
UNESCO & Guinness World Records.

Islam places a very high emphasis on body

hygiene and Muslims traditionally used
"miswaak" -a twig used to cleanse the mouth.

Now that you know a few things,
let us learn more...
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OUR NEW PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN TRUDEAU SAID
IN HIS WINNING SPEECH ON OCTOBER 19, 2015

Last week | met a young mum in St. Catharines, Ontario. She practices the Muslim
faith. And was wearing a hijaab. She made her way through the crowd and handed
me her infant daughter. And as she leaned forward, she said something that | will
never forget. She said she is voting for us because she wants to make sure that her
little girl has the right to make her own choices in life and that her government will
protect those rights.

...We know in our bones that Canada was built by people from all corners of the
world, who worship every faith, who belong to every culture, who speak every
language. We believe in our hearts that this country's unique diversity is a blessing
bestowed upon us by previous generations of Canadians. Canadians who stared
down prejudice and fought discrimination in all its forms. We know that our enviable
inclusive society did not happen by accident, and won't continue without effort.

| have always known this. Canadians know it too... ... Have faith in your fellow citizens
my friend. They are kind and generous. They are open minded and optimistic. And
they know in their heart of hearts that a Canadian is a Canadian is a Canadian!



For over a million Muslims, Canada is their home and native land. They love Canada and Canada
in turn fully respects and even mirrors many of the values they hold dear as Muslims. Islam is
very close to Canadian values. The following are Islamic values which are also a very important
part of every Canadian’s life:

Equality: Beyond race or religion
Individual Rights and Responsibility RIGHTS & RESPONSIB”.ITIES
Respecting one another
Justice

Freedom

Maintaining law and order
Sharing and caring
Tolerance

Being good to neighbours

Canadian citizenship comes with a mix of

rights and responsibilities. We must obey

Canada’s laws and respect the rights and
freedoms of others.

Islam also shares the same principles.
According to Islam, God has granted

Fulfilling promises human beings innumerable gifts and
Cleanliness of body and soul bounties like reasoning minds, guidance,
Keeping patience freedom of choice and the status of a
Tolerance and Forbearance leader on the Earth. Along with all these
Hospitality rights, comes responsibility and
Honesty accountability. In Islam, one of the biggest
Modesty guiding principles is that each person is

individually responsible and accountable
for his or her words and actions - both
good and bad.

Truthfulness
Kindness

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, says that everyone is entitled to freedom of religion
and belief. Canadian Muslims face no official religious discrimination. Under Section 2(a) of the
Charter, the wearing of a hijab is permitted in schools and places of work. Time off for prayer,

religious holidays and dietary restrictions are also respected by schools, universities and work places
in Canada.

The equality guaranteed by the Canadian constitution reminds the Muslims of the time when the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) inherited the political leadership of the city-state of Medina, where
various faiths were striving to live together - Muslims, Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians, polytheists, even
atheists. He created stability and a peaceful coexistence by promoting a positive plural society, giving
rights to every citizen as well as a say in governmental matters. Each citizen was considered to be a
member of society, regardless of religion, race, or ancestry. He supported a sense of security in the
community by individual protection, security of women, religious freedom and establishing tax and
judicial systems.

Racism and sexism are unthinkable to Canadian Muslims, for the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
“All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has
any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over black nor a black has any
superiority over white; except by piety and good action.”




MUSLIMS

Over a billion people from all
races, nationalities and cultures
across the globe are Muslim -from
the rice farms of Indonesia to the
deserts in the heart of Africa;
from the skyscrapers of New York
to the Bedouin tents in Arabia.
Only 18% of Muslims live in the
Arab world. Substantial parts of
Asia are Muslim, while significant
minorities are found in the
Central Asian republics, India,
China, North and South America,
Eastern and Western Europe.

According to Canada's 2011
National Household Survey, there
were 1,053,945 Muslims in
Canada, about 3.2% of the
population, making them the
second largest religion after
Christianity. In the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA), 7.7% of the
population is Muslim.

IN CANADA

Islam Is not new to Canada.

Many renowned historians
Including the famous Ivan Van
Sertima believe that Muslims
came to North America way before
Columbus. 13 Muslims were
officially reported in the Canadian
national census of 1871 - 4 years
after Confederation.

Edmonton holds the oldest
mosqgue in North America, built Iin
1938.

Many more Muslims came to the

country with the large wave of
Immigration in the 1960s and 70s.

Canadian census data shows that
Islam is the fastest growing
religion in the country. Although
most of the Muslim population
growth is related to Muslim birth
rates and migration, since 2001, it
appears that the Muslim
population has also increased as
a result of religious conversions
by non-Muslim Canadians
(Statistics Canada 2011).
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NOTABLE CANADIAN MUSLIMS

Canadian Muslims are a well-established part of our communities and
they make an immense contribution to the social fabric of the nation.

Muslims are among Canada’s most highly educated citizens, with 45%
possessing at least one university degree. Tyseer Aboulnasr is a female
professor of engineering who received the Order of Ontario, among
other prestigious awards, and Hoda El Maraghy was named the first
women dean of engineering at the University of Windsor.

Canada also has the highest per capita number of Muslim Senators and
MPs in the Western world. Muslims exist at all levels of government - at
the municipal level, Naheed Nenshi was elected as mayor of Calgary; at
the provincial level, Yasir Naqvi, elected as MPP for Ottawa Centre; and

Yasmin Ratansi, the female Muslim MP from 2004-2011.

Muslims participate in the arts. The widely acclaimed musician K'Naan is
a Canadian of Somali descent. Zarga Nawaz, a British-Canadian writer,
journalist, broadcaster, and fimmaker of Pakistani origin has
transformed domestic and international perceptions of the country
through her acclaimed show Little Mosque on the Prairie.

Also notable are Lila Fahman, an Edmonton teacher, community activist
and founder of Canadian Council of Muslim Women and Haroon
Siddiqui, Editorial Page Editor Emeritus of the Toronto Star.



UNDERSTANDING ISLAM

A SNEAK PEEK AT THE LIFE OF A MUSLIM

The Arabic word 'Islam’
means to achieve peace--
peace with God, peace
within oneself, and peace
with the creations of God
through submission to
God and commitment to
His guidance. Islam has an
incredibly high respect for
the human being and the
capacity for the human
being to know God at the
deepest level. People who
follow Islam try to lead a
good life and to find peace
in this world and the
Hereafter.

A Muslim prays 5 times
a day at specific times
of the day. Muslims
from all over the world
pray facing towards the
“kabah” in the city of
Mecca. It was the first
sacred house built for
the worship of One
God. The Kabah is not
the object of worship. It
is a symbol providing a
focal point for the unity
of all Muslims. Although
prayers can be offered
individually, it is
encouraged to offer
them in congregation,
particularly in a
mosque.

The actual ritual for
converting to Islam is
simple and
straightforward: there is
no hierarchical authority
or special religious
rituals in Islam to
convert to Islam and
become a Muslim. An
individual who wishes to
become a Muslim is
asked to testify to the
creed of Islam, in Arabic:
Ashadu an la ilaha illa-
llah wa ashadu anna
muhammadan
rasulallah.

“I bear witness that
there is no God but God;
and | bear witness that
Muhammad is the
Messenger of God.” By
this declaration the
believer announces his
or her faith in all God's
messengers, and the
Scriptures (in their
pristine original form)
that these messengers
brought.



THE HOLY BOOK OF THE MUSLIMS

The Arabic word Quran
means recitation or
reading. The Quran is the
sacred book of Islam. It
contains 114 chapters, or
surahs. It is an
exceptional book in many
ways.

It is the only book in the
human history which has
been preserved in its
original from more than
1400 years ago, right
down to every syllable
and vowel sound. In fact,
it is also the only book
which is memorized cover
to cover by hundreds of
thousands of people all
over the world. Amongst
innumerable things, it
mentions various
prophets and contains
stories, religious laws,
moral values and lots of
scientific facts. Reciting
the Quran in Arabic is
also a form of worship in
NEIh

A study conducted by a well known scholar, Dr. Tariqg Al-
Suwaidan, brought some interesting findings. He
discovered some verses in the Holy Quran that mention
one thing is equal to another. On further analysis, he
found that the Quran illustrates it not only grammatically
but also mathematically.

For example, men are equal to women. The astonishing
fact that he found was that the number of times the word
man appears in the Quran is 24 and the number of times
the word woman appears in the Quran is also 24.

He discovered that this is consistent throughout the whole
Quran, where it says one thing is like another or the
opposite of another, the total number of times the words
are mentioned in the Quran is also the same.

Life and Afterlife - Both 115 times

Angels and Devils - Both 88 times

Life and Dealth - Both 145 times

Benefit and Corrupt - Both 50 times

People and Messengers - Both 50 times

Calamity and Thanks - Both 75 times

Spending in charity and satisfaction - Both 73 times
Speaking publicly and publicising - both 18 times
Hardship and patience - both 114 times And that's not all:
The word prayer is mention 5 times in the Quran (Muslims
pray 5 times a day), the word month is mentioned 12
times, the word day 365 times.

The word sea is mentioned 32 times in the Quran and the
word land is mentioned 13 times. i.e.

Sea + land = 45

Sea=32/45x100=71.11111111%

Land = 13/45 x 100 = 28.88888889%

It is interesting that modern science has recently proved
that water covers 71.111% of the earth while land covers
28.889%.
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OSHAWA MOSQUE

AWARDED THE BEST URBAN DESIGN AWARD FOR 2014 BY
THE CITY OF OSHAWA

Canadians have become accustomed to seeing the signature

minaret on the top of a mosque in most Canadian communities.
Today, there are more than 200 mosques in Canada. The first

mosque in North America, Al-Rashid, was built in Edmonton in

1938. It has since been moved from its original site and now
serves as a museum of Islamic artefacts.

The Oshawa Mosque is one
of the oldest mosques in
Ontario. Before it was
renovated two years ago it
used to be a house where
people came to pray. It was
purchased back in 1979. The
City of Oshawa awarded the
Oshawa Mosque the Best

Urban Design award for
2014,

~_\ URBAN DESIGN




SCIENCE, ART
AND |
TECHNOLOGY

THE GLORIOUS ISLAMIC HISTORY




THINK ABOUT IT

Of all the stars that have names, two thirds have Arabic
names. |t is interesting that while the constellations are
Greek and Roman, the names are Arabic.

There is no calculus without Algebra. Can you think where
the word Al-gebra comes from?
Or in which language are the origins of the word
Al-gorithm? Why our numbers are called
the Arabic numerals?

Why does the Tim Hortons coffee cup proudly say 100%
Arabica?

Man has always looked at the universe around him. The Muslim scholars
also did that. But they did not look in the same way as the previous

scholars. They were not working towards self admiration. Their intentions

were for the sake of God! God told Muslims in the Holy Quran to ponder, to
look at His signs and to contemplate! Muslims consider divine wisdom and
the Holy books of God like the Quran, the Bible and the Torah in their
original forms to be the highest forms of knowledge available to human

beings. However, this never negated the value of secular sciences for a

Muslim. For example, for a Muslim to learn how to make a bridge to
facilitate the movement of people across the river was as much an act of

worship as giving money in charity.



THE GOLDEN AGE OF ISLAM

300-1100 AD

Deep intellectual analysis of a

language i.e. grammar was pioneered

by the Muslims in the deep study of
Arabic grammar. Before that
grammar used to be a superficial
study. Muslims scientifically broke
down the Arabic language. Arabic
grammarians went into depth and
profundity and they recognized
patterns that were not recognized in
the language before. Semantic trees
and diagrams were created. The
study of Quran, the Holy Book of the
Muslims, and Hadith, the sayings of
the prophet SAW, is one of the first
really deep critical analysis of
knowledge. Many Muslims extended
the same scientific thought to other
fields of knowledge as well.

GOOGLE THESE

Words in English that have
Arabic origins? You will be
pleasantly surprised!

1001 inventions and Awesome
facts from Muslim Civilization

(by National Geographic)

Sultaans of Science Exhibition

Muslim inventions that changed
the world




INTELLECTUAL
POWERHOUSES

The House of Wisdom
N
[slamic Traditions

Islamic leadership promoted free thought and scholarship in various fields. They were curious,
ambitious and industrious. Here are some interesting facts:

= A 1000 years ago, Baghdad boasted the top intellectual establishment of the day: The Bayt al-Hikma or
the House of Wisdom

= The House of Wisdom scholars drew on Persian, Indian and Greek texts and accumulated one of the
greatest collections of knowledge in the known world, then built on it through their own discoveries.

= The top scholars from all over the world came under one roof

= Research and discoveries at the house of wisdom provided a foundation for much of what we know today.
= The massive library had books on every subject, written in many languages.

= The house of wisdom was open to men and women of all faiths.

= Caliph Al-Ma’mun used camels to carry hundred of books and manuscripts from other parts of the Muslim
world to the House of Wisdom.

= The library grew so large and so many scholars wanted to come that Al-Ma’mun expanded study centres
and built extensions to house different branches of knowledge.

= Caliph al-Ma’mun is said to have encouraged translators and scholars to add to the House of Wisdom
library by paying them the weight of each completed book in gold.

= Al-Ma’mun built an astronomy center in Baghdad and set up dozens of learning centers all over the
Muslim world.

= Scholars met each day for reading, writing, and discussion using several languages including Arabic,
Persian, Greek and Syriac.

= Experts worked to translate writings from other civilizations into Arabic so scholars could read, debate and
build on them.

= The legacy of Al-Ma’mun lives on through a lunar crater named “Almanon” — a deserved tribute to a ruler
who was a great lover of knowledge.

= Other cities in the Islamic world followed Baghdad’s lead and established their own versions of the House
of Wisdom in the 9th and 10th centuries.

= At one point Baghdad had 36 libraries and more than a hundred book dealers.

= One of the streets in Marrakech, Morocco had 100 bookshops and libraries, 50 on each side.

= The library of Zaytuna mosque in Tunisia had more than 100,000 books.

Muslims were not just caretakers of human knowledge for 800 years. They added
great thought, great ideas and great contributions to it. They expanded the
Hellenistic thought, debated on it, criticized some parts of it, threw out large sections

of it, and developed some of it. And it was later reintroduced to Europe solely with
commentaries. Most, if not all, of the European sciences of 14th century onwards
were heavily based on the scientific advancements of the Islamic civilization.




“Muslim scholars introduced precise observation, controlled experiment and careful records.” - Will Durant

Ibn Al-Haytam (Alhazen) introduced experimentation to the world of science and has been often referred to as the
“world’s true scientist.” Alhazen played a significant role in the development of optics, experimental physics and
theoretical physics.

Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi played a significant role in the development of algebra, algorithms and Arabic
numerals.

Persian astronomer Abd al-Rahman al-Sufi, in his Book of Fixed Stars, described a "nebulous spot" in the Andromeda
constellation, the first definitive reference to what we now know is the Andromeda Galaxy, the nearest spiral galaxy to
our galaxy.

Islamic scholars translated their voluminous writings from Syriac, Greek, and Sanskrit into Arabic and then produced
new medical knowledge based on those texts. Greco-Roman medical knowledge was vast and sometimes
inconsistent. Islamic scholars wrote encyclopaedias and summaries to make it accessible, understandable and
teachable.

lbn al-Nafis in his Commentary on Anatomy in Avicenna’s Canon was the first to contradict the contention of the Galen
School and introduce the concept of pulmonary circulation in the body, full 400 years before the discovery of the
pulmonary capillaries by Marcello Malpighi.

The Guinness World Records recognizes the University of Al Karaouine, founded in 859, as the world's oldest degree-
granting university.

Jabir ibn Hayyan (Geber)’s books, Kitab al-Kimya' and Kitab al-Sabeen, were popular in Europe for several centuries”
and influenced the evolution of chemistry.

Ibn Sina’s (Avicenna) The Book of Healing, a vast philosophical and scientific encyclopaedia and The Canon of
Medicine were standard Medical text at many Islamic and European universities up until the early 19th century. The

Canon of Medicine was used as a text-book in the universities of Montpellier and Louvain until 1650.

Ibn Farnas (Armen Firman) (810-887 AD) was the first man in the history to make a scientific attempt at flying, way
before the famous Warner brothers.

Many of surgical instruments by El Zahrawi (Albucasis), the Father of Surgery, 936-1013 AD are still used by the
doctors today.

The Muslim compass used in the Indian Ocean around 1500 had improved on the 32-point compass used in the West
at the same time, allowing Muslim sailors to make more precise navigational calculations than their European

counterparts.

Sections of the famous “Just War” by St. Thomas Aquinas were a complete translation of the Islamic figh from lbn
Rushd’s (Averroes) book.

In geometry, Medieval Islamic art from the 15th century intuitively used principles of quasicrystalline geometry, which
were discovered 500 years later.

There is no Newton without Thabit ibn Qurra, no Newton without Khawarizmi.

There is no higher mathematics without people like Omar Khayyam. It is a fact.



CANADA ACKNOWLEDGES MUSLIMS
AS AN IMPORTANT FABRIC OF ITS
DIVERSE SOCIETY. IT HONOURS
MUSLIMS AND THE RICH HERITAGE
AND POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
MUSLIMS THROUGHOUT HISTORY
BY CELEBRATING THE ISLAMIC
HISTORY MONTH EVERY YEAR IN
THE MONTH OF OCTOBER.



