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salon, Versacchi Studios, in  
Owings Mills, which became  
the home base for her hair  
technology.

Renée’s Parisian Hair En-
hancement Collection is a pat-
ented technology that uses a 
simulated scalp to apply par-
tial or full human hair enhance-
ments. These hair pieces, of-
ten called alternative hair, can 
be customized by texture, col-
or, length and cut. These deci-
sions are made with a stylist who 
is trained to implement Renée’s 
hair collection. If the desired hair 
is not readily available, a design 
template and head measure-
ments are sent to a manufactur-
er. A client can expect a wait time 
of six to eight weeks for the order. 
Once the alternative hair is deliv-
ered and styled, the piece can be 
clipped on or worn as a cap on 
the scalp.

Within the past three years, 
Renée has taken her hair en-
hancements outside of her Ver-
sacchi salon walls. Her network 
has expanded to 18 partner sa-
lons across five states, includ-
ing Soft Images Studio at Can-
dle Day Spa in Frederick. She’s 
taking baby steps in growing her 
Maryland-based business, but 
her hair innovation could mean 
a nationwide network of salons 
in the future.

Daniel “Danny” Knight, own-
er of Soft Images Studio, is a be-
liever.

“She thinks more comprehen-
sively. She’s thinking about cur-
riculum,” Knight said of Renée 
teaching other stylists as a part of 
her Art and Design of Alternative 
Hair Couture classes.

“I don’t look at myself as a 
hair dresser,” said Renée, who is 
inspired by the renaissance era 
from her background in painting. 
A quote from Leonardo Da Vinci 
(“Where the spirit does not work 
with the hand, there is no art”) 
is on her www.sherrirenee.com 
homepage. “I look at myself as a 
hair architect because it requires 
a lot of engineering in addition 
to having vision.”

Seeing a Parisian Hair En-
hancement up close is an oth-
erworldly experience. The ul-
tra-thin scalp, ranging from a 
strip of material on the crown of 
the head to a full cap, appears 
life-like, almost like you’re hold-
ing a second skin. Tiny hair fol-
licles protrude out of the scalp, 
and part lines are designed so 
the right amount of hair falls on 
either side. The human hair that 
falls from the scalp is lightweight 
and has the bounciness of nat-
ural hair. And, somehow, the 
knots that secure the hair to the 
base of the simulated scalp can-
not be seen.

“She doesn’t share this with 
anybody, but know this: The 
knots are invisible,” said Knight, 
who first learned about Renée’s 
technology three years ago.

Renée’s hair enhancements 
can be difficult to understand, 
but what’s clear is how her prod-
ucts affect people’s lives. 

“I do a lot of chemo wigs, and 
unfortunately that is a growing 

community of people,” Knight 
said. “I get referrals from the 
cancer treatment center here 
in Frederick. There are very few 
people that do what I do in Fred-
erick, and that is custom work 
[implementing Renée’s technol-
ogy],” Knight said. “Our business 
is built from custom designed 
hair. It’s not a one size fits all. It’s 
not a one color fits all. It’s not a 
one density or length fits all. It’s 
created specifically for the indi-
vidual.”

As a stylist for over three de-
cades, Knight experienced mo-

ments where he felt limited to 
what he can offer his clients who 
wanted hair extensions. “Hair-
lines are the biggest problem in 
adhesive-based products. Let’s 
face it. If it’s attached to a ba-
by-fine hair that’s struggling, if 
you pull [the extension] off and 
pull [a client’s hair] out, that hair 
ain’t coming back. ... Now your 
hairline is receding.”

He found that sometimes the 
hair would grow back, but in 
many cases it did not. Provid-
ing healthy hair enhancements 
is something Knight now feels he 

can do at his salon.
For his client Margie Da-

vis, who wanted more volume, 
Knight was in a challenging po-
sition. “There’s no way for me to 
add a volumizer to her hair — a 
blow dry and flat iron, a mousse, 
a hair spray, all those things 
couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty 
back together,” he joked. “I had 
to pull from my bag of tricks. My 
Sherri Renée bag of tricks.”

Though Davis has a full head 
of hair, she feels she finally has 
the fuller hair she always want-
ed. “I don’t look at myself as a 
vain person, but I never liked 
my hair,” said Davis while she sat 
with her new hair enhancement 
in Knight’s chair. She mentioned 
frequently dying her hair in her 
quest to find the right look. Now, 
her bob has fuller bangs with 
golden-brown hair that gleams. 
“It makes me feel like I look on 
the outside the way I feel on the 
inside. I love it. ... If I didn’t tell 
people, they wouldn’t know it 
wasn’t my hair.”
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Daniel “Danny” Knight of Soft Images Salon works on styling Joyce Stup’s hair recently.

Hair
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I have a Parisian  
Enhancement  
consultation 

Growing up in the black com-
munity, wigs and weaves aren’t 
a dirty word, it’s actually a sign 
your refund check came in. Even 
super embarrassing moments, 
like “getting your wig snatched” 
is actually a comical phrase that 
can be a positive thing when 
something amazing takes you by 
surprise. I brought this knowl-
edge into the interview, and 
as I spoke with Daniel “Danny” 
Knight, at his Soft Images Studio, 
I learned this accepting culture 
is what he’s trying to develop 
as well. “We try to refrain from 
calling it wigs. We call them 
enhancers. We’re trying to elim-
inate the stigma. We’re trying to 
create an atmosphere where the 
African-American community 
had for years.”

I didn’t mind at all when 
Knight placed a sample scalp 
base on my head. I already imag-
ined the possibilities of flowing 
wavy hair. But with my short 
curly hair at the top of my head, 
hair extensions can be a chal-
lenge, because the alternative 
hair needs to sit at a believable 
height. “Maybe the thing to do 
with your hair is to straighten 
and blow it out so you can wrap 
it and then clip it. So you’ll have 
a better architectural platform 
closer to your scalp,” Knight said.

He later showed template de-
signs on his iPad to reveal what a 
scalp replica should look like with 
a client’s measurements. “I put 
diagrams where I want the [hair] 
clips, that kind of thing,” Knight 
added.

Then Knight held a ring of 
hair samples of different colors. 
He matched my off-black hair 
color, which is 1B, and suggested 
a color strategy. “I like to have a 
little bit of room to manipulate 
the color, so when your hair 
comes in [after being delivered], 
if you wanted to, I could make the 
roots blue-black, put a little bit of 
lightener on the ends, just a little 
bit, so it looks like it grew out of 
your head that way because it’s 
going to do that...I could say put 
in eight inch highlights through-
out the front with a color, let’s 
say this one,” Knight said as he 
placed pieces of burgundy col-
ored hair throughout my 1B hair 
sample. “I don’t want to blend 
them, I want it to be streaky.”

Getting an alternative hair 
consultation is an experience 
where your imagination is 
taken to the next level. I didn’t 
go forward with the alternative 
hair process, but I did decide to 
embrace the spirit of my consul-
tation, which is celebrating the 
possibilities of hair.

— Imade Borha

“
Our business is built from custom 
designed hair. It’s not a one size fits all. 
It’s not a one color fits all. It’s not a one 

density or length fits all. It’s created specifically 
for the individual.”

— DANNY KNIGHT, of Soft Images Salon

Books

By IMADE BORHA
iborha@newspost.com

In 1859, John Brown led 
a raid that took the slaves of 
Lewis Washington, the great-
grand-nephew of the coun-
try’s first president.

Catesby, who was among 
the slaves taken to Harper’s 
Ferry, West Virginia, became 
a writing inspiration to Bob 
O’Connor, a Charles Town, 
West Virginia-based author, 
historian and speaker. He fre-
quently travels to tell Mary-
land and West Virginia history, 
including for the Washing-
ton County Historical Soci-
ety and the African American 
Historical Association. O’Con-

nor’s first-person historical fic-
tion series re-imagines histo-
ry through the lens of Catesby’s 
remarkable life. The literate en-
slaved blacksmith later served 
in the Union Army and was 
held in Georgia’s Anderson-
ville Prison, the largest military 
prison of the Civil War.

O’Connor scoured over re-
search, including Catesby’s 
personal documents, to devel-
op ”Catesby: Eyewitness to the 
Civil War” and ”The Return 
of Catesby.” Sometimes, the 
truth is stranger than fiction. 
“John Brown wanted to swing 
[Lewis Washington’s inherit-
ed] sword around to show he’s 
a freedom fighter like George 
Washington,” O’Connor said.

When O’Connor found 
gaps in his research, he 
used his imagination to craft 
Catesby as the “Forrest Gump 
of the Civil War.” O’Connor 
even made Catesby the first 
African-American teacher at 
Storer College in “The Return 
of Catesby,” since the identi-
ty of the first black Storer in-
structor is unknown.

O’Connor walks a fine line 
in his work. “You have to be 
careful to tell a believable sto-
ry, but you don’t want to get 
the descendants [of story sub-
jects] upset either,” he said.

To keep his stories real-
istic, O’Connor researches 
around what he doesn’t know. 
For instance, O’Connor stud-

ied Maryland’s slave econo-
my, which typically had small 
plantations. Because Catesby 
was a skilled blacksmith, he 
“was more valuable than the 
average slave.” And though 
O’Connor may not know the 
exact pressures Catesby faced, 
he knows that Catesby’s moth-
er could have been arrested if 
caught teaching her son how 
to read and write.

O’Connor uses storylines 
of the past as a muse for his 
books and plans to continue 
writing in this style. He is work-
ing on a third installment in his 
Catesby series. “I’m a storytell-
er,” O’Connor said. “There’s so 
many wonderful stories to tell 
of the local people.”

Bob O’Connor combines history, myth 
to tell stories of West Virginia slave

 Humane Gardener: Nurturing 
a Backyard Habitat for Wildlife. 
Nancy Lawson. Chronicle Books 
($24.95)

 Loving Push: How Parents 
and Professionals Can Help 
Spectrum Kids Become Suc-
cessful Adults. Debra Moore. 

PhD and Temple Grandin, PhD. 
Future Horizons ($19.95)

 Who Thought This Was a 
Good Idea? And Other Ques-
tions You Should Have Answers 
to When You Work in the White 
House. Alyssa Mastromonaco. 
Twelve ($27)

 A Piece of the World. Christi-
na Baker Kline. William Marrow & 
Company ($27.99)

 Handmaid’s Tale. Margaret 
Atwood. Anchor Books (15.95)

 Norse Mythology. Neil 
Gaiman. W. W. Norton & Company 

($25.95)

 Evicted: Poverty and Profit 
in the American City. Broadway 
Books ($17)

 Why We March: Signs of 
Protest and Hope. Artisan Books 
($14.95)

 Guns, Germs, and Steel: The 
Fates of Human Societies. Jared 
Diamond. W. W. Norton & Compa-
ny ($18.95)

 Astrophysics for People in a 
Hurry. Neil Degrasse Tyson. W. W. 
Norton & Company ($18.95)
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